
 
Archdeacon Donald writes 

 
 

Our Advent adventure 
 
 
I am looking forward to sharing with you in the adv enture of Christian 
faith and church life. The Christian life has its u ps and downs, its 
sorrows and heart-breaks (leaving people and places  you love) as 
well as its joys and delights (meeting new friends) .  
 

But it is an adventure, an experience of that which is coming to us. Not a 
pilgrimage to a fixed point, but a journey into something which is moving 
our way. Adventure shares its root meaning with Advent, as we move 
towards Christ confident that he is moving towards us. 
 

I love Advent. Dark mornings, dark evenings, but the darkness about to be destroyed by the light 
of Christmas. Darkness all around, but with the knowledge that as we approach the light it 
approaches us: a powerful picture of Christian life in this world.  
 

Of course we don’t just look and move to the light of Christmas, or even to the more glorious light 
of Easter. At Advent we look and move from the world’s darkness to the ultimate light of Christ’s 
return, from sin’s darkness to redemption’s light. 
 

I love the Advent readings:  “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light”, “Arise, 
shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you”.  Advent reminds us 
that our God brings light into the darkness. 
 

I love the Advent hymns:  O come, O come, Emmanuel and Lo, he comes with clouds descending 
and Let all mortal flesh keep silence. These hymns combine biblical theology with Christian 
experience and focus totally on Christ himself. 
 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence 
and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly-minded,  
for with blessing in his hand 
Christ our God on earth descendeth, 
our full homage to demand. 

 

He doesn’t come empty-handed: he comes with blessing. But he demands our homage: all our 
commitment, our lives, our love, our time, our ambitions, our relationships, our gifts, our money. 
He wants them all to come under his just and gentle rule. 
 

Christ the King is coming; let’s join together on the Advent adventure. 
 
Donald Allister 
Bishop-designate of Peterborough  
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Around the diocese 

 
Walkers and “sitters” put the spotlight on poverty 

 
The six walkers (right) who travelled the 8.3 miles  from 
Peterborough to Helpston on foot were just the tip o f 
an iceberg. Joining them in spirit were nearly 100 
others, following their route and praying at home a s 
“sitters”, or offering sponsorship in aid of Northa nts 
YMCA. 
 

This diocesan Pilgrimage Against Poverty was one of 
many taking place on 17 October to mark the tenth 
anniversary of the first such walk, from Iona to London, 
organised by Church Action on Poverty in 1999. 
 

The sights along the route from the Cathedral into the countryside acted as a prompt for prayer 
and reflection about the impact of poverty in its different forms.  
 

Starting at St Oswald’s Chapel in the Cathedral (Oswald famously gave his Easter lunch to the 
poor) the next stop was at Job Centre Plus, then on to the bustling, multicultural community of 
New England, past a retail park on a former industrial site, on to suburbia with it’s high fences and 
private developments and finishing amongst rural communities with a scarcity of affordable 
homes and transport. 
 

The final act of worship was at St Botolph’s in Helpston, where the peasant poet John Clare is 
buried. 
 

“We were left with a determination that we must act now to reduce poverty or the next generation 
may never recover,” said two of the walkers, Tony and Jancita Holden.  
 

Margaret Leigh, who followed the walk from her home in Corby using the Pilgrim’s Guide booklet 
said: “As a sitter I felt very much involved. The amount of people here in England, especially 
children, who live in poverty these days is sad. We should all do what we can to bring this to 
light.”  
 

For more information visit www.church-poverty.org.uk or contact Robert Hill, Social Responsibility 
Adviser, on 01536 523603. 
  
 

 

POVERTY FACTFILE 
 

Income poverty among black and minority ethnic peop le is double that of white British. 
 

Half of the children living in poverty are in house holds where someone is in paid work. 
 

The number of households in temporary accommodation  has increased by nearly 120% 
between 1996 and 2008. 

 

Source: Church Action on Poverty 
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Meet our new Bishop, Donald Allister 
 
 Our new Bishop, the Ven. Donald Allister, paid a whi stle-
stop visit to the diocese in early November. Within  hours 
of the announcement of his appointment by the Prime 
Minister’s office he was at a press conference at St  
John’s Church in Peterborough, meeting members of 
local churches and the media.  
 

He said he enjoyed working along-side clergy and lay people, 
that he wished to be a bishop for the whole diocese, and that 
his first task would be to listen to the needs and aspirations of 
churches.  
 

Archdeacon Donald was brought up as a choirboy, but it was whilst studying medical science 
then theology at Cambridge that his faith took on a new dimension. He trained for ministry at 
Trinity College Bristol, then served in parishes in Hyde, Sevenoaks, Birkenhead and Cheadle 
before becoming Archdeacon in 2002. He is a member of General Synod and of the Council for 
Christian Unity.  
 
He is married to Janice, a GP who also works voluntarily in child safeguarding for the Royal 
College of GPs. They have three adult children. 
 
“The appointment was not something I expected or sought,” he said. “But I firmly believe that this 
move is the call of the Church and the call of God.”  
 
During his two-day tour of the diocese he not only met cathedral and diocesan colleagues, but 
also civic and faith leaders in Peterborough and Northampton. He was quizzed by pupils on a visit 
to St James Primary School in Northampton, where 23 different languages are spoken. 
 

He also found time for a briefing about the mission and 
ministry needs of people in new housing areas, and a visit to 
the Farm Crisis Network headquarters at West Haddon. 
 
His consecration and installation dates are yet to be 
confirmed, and he asks for our prayers as he lays down his 
current responsibilities and prepares to take up new ones 
here. 
 
You can find more information at: www.peterborough-

diocese.org.uk/people/donaldallister.htm 
 
 
 
Photo: Donald Allister with pupils at St James CEVA Primary School in Northampton. 
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School heroes raise funds for The Children’s Societ y 
 
Pupils and staff at Wilby CEVA Primary School near Welli ng-
borough joined in a national campaign by dressing a s their 
heroes at the end of October to raise funds for The  Children’s 
Society.   
 

The idea of highlighting modern day heroes or saints comes from 
the Halloween Choice campaign, a joint initiative between the 
Church of England and The Children’s Society, which aims to offer 
children more positive ways to have fun and celebrate All Saints 
Eve. 
 
Wilby School was in good company. Diocesan staff in Northampton and Peterborough also came 
to work dressed as their heroes, including Kevin Keegan, a suffragette, a history teacher and 
Batman. 
 

December events 
 
Fri 4 & Sat 5, St Barnabas Welling-borough Christma s Fair . Fri 5pm-8pm, Sat 10am-2pm. Tel: 07910 
811060. 
Fri 4 - Sun 6, Empingham Christmas Tree Festival , at St Peter’s. Fri 10am-4pm, 7pm St Peter’s Singers; 
Sat 10am-5pm; Sun 10am-4pm, 4.30pm service.  
Sat 5, All Saints Wellingborough Christmas Bazaar . 10am-2.30pm. Crib Festival Sat 10.30am-1.30pm; 
Sun 1pm-4pm. Tel: 01933 278484.  
Sat 5, Barnwell St Andrew Coffee Shop , 10.30am-12 noon.  
Sat 5 & Sun 6, St Alban the Martyr Christmas Tree Fe stival , Northampton. 10am - 4pm. Carol Concert 
Sat, 7.30pm, with Northampton Chamber Choir. Tickets £5 (£3). Tel: 01604 408543.  
Sat 5 & Sun 6, Loddington St Leonard Christmas Tree  festival .  
Sat 5 & Sun 6, Angel Festival at St  Andrew's, Well ingborough .  
Sat 5, Camerata's Winter Concert  at St Peter & St Paul, Kettering.  
Sun 6, Stanwick Christmas Festival . Christingle at St Laurence’s 3.30pm, lights switch on 4.30pm then 
Fayre in Old School Room. Tel: 01933 625433. 
Sun 6, Roger Jones' 'The Inn Crowd'  at 3pm, St Andrew's, Great Billing.  
Fri 11, Crick St Margaret Christmas Tree Festival op ens 7.30pm, then open 11am-4pm on 12, 13, 19, 20 
Dec.  
Fri 11 & Sat 12, Walgrave St Peter’s Christmas Tree  Festival . Fri 6pm-9pm & Sat 10am-5pm.  
Fri 11 – Sun 13, Ryhall St John’s Christmas Tree Fe stival .  
Sat 12, Richard III Society Carol Service . 3pm at Fotheringhay Church.  
Sat 12, The Watling Singers  at St John the Baptist, Abthorpe, 7pm. Tickets £5. Tel: 01327 858316. 
Sat 12 & Sun 13, St Peter’s Irthlingborough Christm as Tree Festival . Sat 10am-4pm, Sun 1pm-4pm.   
Sat 19, Brockhall Concerts: The Watling Singers . 7.30pm at St Peter & St Paul Brockhall. Tickets £12.50 
from 01788 892000.  
Sat 19, Northampton Bach Choir  with Gt Houghton Preparatory School Choir. 7.30pm at St Matthew’s 
Northampton. 
——————————————————————————————–———-—— 

Peterborough Cathedral music and service details: 01733 343342 or see www.peterborough-
cathedral.org.uk  
 

 


